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A Loss To Our GTOAA Community 

We end 2021 on a very sad note.  
In October, we lost our Convention Co-
ordinator and friend John Owoc.  John 
was not the first GTOAA member to 
pass away from COVID-19 complica-
tions, and I expect he won’t be the last.  
The demographics of our membership 
are a favorite of the coronavirus. 

I started working with John Owoc 
and Ken Kasper from the Greater Pitts-
burgh GTO Club in 2013 in preparation 
for the 2014 convention.  Being in-
volved with a project like our conven-
tion gives you a good sense of the folks 
you are working with.  Both John and 
Ken were great to work with -- respon-
sible, responsive, and respectful of our 
publishing deadlines. 

John wrote every Convention Cor-
ner article for the 2014 Meet.  He was 
always promoting the event and did a 
fine job of it.  On a personal level, you 
could recognize John’s sense of humor, 
which is something hard to maintain 
under the pressure of planning and or-
ganizing a big national event.   

John did so well at all aspects of 
running the convention that GTOAA 
appointed him National Convention 
Coordinator when Steve Hedrick was 
ready to pass that baton in 2018.   

There are a number of tributes to 
John from club members in this issue, 
starting on page 6.  I hope you will read 
them.  In closing, I will just say that   
John was taken from us much too soon.  
I guess heaven needed more wet teddy 
bears.  Terrie Oxler and Paula Winslow 
will explain that on page 7. 

Please say an extra prayer for 
John’s wife Karen and the rest of the 
Owoc family.   

And Now For Something Completely 
Different (Sort Of) 

This month’s cover car is different 
in its own right, being a former SCCA 
road racer.  In addition, the feature ar-
ticle for the car on pages 14-17 is a de-
parture from our usual layout.  Member 
Ladd Fowler enlisted the help of his 
friend and professional photographer, 
Kent Gardner, to do the pictures.  Kent 
went one better and did the whole sto-
ry layout.  Maybe not “something com-
pletely different” from what we nor-
mally have, but a nice change of pace.  

 

As usual … 

The Legend is a publication of the 
members, by the members, and for the 
members.  So feel free to add your two 
cents -- articles, reports, and stories 
from the membership are what this 
newsletter is all about.  People always 
ask for "more tech articles" so it would 
be great if we could get them.  That’s up 
to you.  You write ‘em, we’ll print ‘em. 

Would you like to become a con-
tributor?  Just let me know.  My e-mail 
address is GoatGuyTom@aol.com and 
my phone number is 856-439-0314.  
Feel free to call anytime from noon to 
midnight Eastern Time.  As they say on 
TV, operators are standing by to take 
your call.  Our call center is in the USA.  
Well, New Jersey, anyway. 
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We began the year 2021 with a great deal of uncertainty 
with what to expect considering 2020 delivered an array of 
postponements, cancellations, and restructuring of many 
other events, not only for the GTOAA but just about every 
business, sporting, and educational event in the country.  

I will start this recap with memberships.  As chaotic as 
2020 was with folks unable to attend so many events as 
lockdowns prevented them from enjoying routine car re-
lated events, we kept an eye on how this would affect our 
membership numbers for 2021.  We typically fluctuate in 
overall member numbers between 3,800-3,900.  In January 
we were close to going over 3,900 in total members, then 
dipped to mid-3,800 in February.  Capitalizing on our social 
media presence, we began getting aggressive in promotion 
of the GTOAA on those platforms.  Chad Logan, our Social 
Media Coordinator, found a higher gear to shift into and took 
advantage of our online reach to promote us.  

With the country beginning to open up we got back to 
appearing at regional, local, and national events.  Our Public 
Relations team traveled to Pigeon Forge, the Cruisin’ Tigers 
Indian Uprising, Norwalk, and several other events, signing 
on new members and old members returning to the GTOAA 
after many years of being away.  Steve Hedrick and Randy 
Pribyl greeted many new members at events they attended.  
We began an uptick in memberships that saw us hitting rec-
ord numbers for seven consecutive months.  As I write this 
article, we’ve seen an incredible 9.1% membership growth 
in nine months.  We are well over 4,200 total members.  Go-
ing back a bit further, we’ve grown just over 20% since 
2014.  The year 2021 has been a membership boon for the 
GTOAA as we experienced exceptional growth.  

For 2021, we introduced a new website.  Our old web-
site was working on life support and was in dire need of re-
placing.  Mike Drees, our IT manager, examined different 
website platforms for us and selected one that would best 
meet all our needs.  One thing we looked for was a format 
that would make the site clutter free, easy to navigate, un-
derstand, and as user-friendly as possible.   

In the age of digital format, we began slowly shifting in 
that direction.  We’ve encountered glitches along the way 
and continue to work through them.  As I write this column, 

we’ve encountered a setback in the progression of our site 
as Mike’s personal life has caused him to reluctantly step 
down as our IT manager.  This has slowed our progress.  
Chad Logan has assumed IT administrative duties and has 
built on Mike’s progress.  There is still more content to be 
added and some new features we’re sure you’ll enjoy.  Keep 
checking our website as it’s still undergoing changes.   

We welcomed another new chapter (actually an old re-
turning club), the Sunshine State GTO Association, located in 
Punta Gorda, Florida.  SSGTO Association joins Mohawk Val-
ley GTO from New York who came on board in the latter part 
of 2020.  Eric Johnson, president of the Sunshine State GTO 
Association, worked hard to revive the chapter and is cur-
rently working at growing SSGTO.  SSGTO is inviting eve-
ryone to check them out and consider joining.    

Our annual convention resumed from the 2020 year off 
with our 42nd annual Meet in the Wisconsin Dells.  With 335 
event registrations and over 800 club members and family 
members in attendance, we were happy to see a good turn-
out.  A combined 236 total show cars were on display in our 
Concours, Popular Vote, and Street Legends show fields.  The 
Original GTO Club did an outstanding job hosting that con-
vention, and tending to the needs of our membership.  

No sooner did the convention end we packed up and 
headed to Norwalk for the 30th Anniversary of the Ames Tri-
Power Nationals.  Well over 150 GTOAA members visited 
our tent from Friday through Sunday, many to renew and 
many joining with us for the first time.  Record numbers for 
this event were set, and had the border been open so that 
our friends from Canada been able to attend, attendance 
would have been even higher.  Incidentally, if you have not 
heard, the dates for the Ames 2022 Tri-Power Nationals in 
Norwalk are August 12-14, a week later than it’s tradition-
ally been held.  

The 2021 season is behind us 
and 2022 is but a few weeks away.  
Hopefully we’ll build upon 2021 
and continue to grow.  My wife Geri 
and I extend to you and your family 
a very Merry Christmas, and a Joy-
ful holiday season.    





 

 

 

Bob Alexander, GTOAA Director 
and Past President 

It was a privilege to have John 
Owoc as my friend and colleague in 
the GTOAA.  For the past 16 
months, John, Tom Oxler, and I 
worked together as the GTOAA 
Convention Coordinators.   

I met John in 2014 at the 
GTOAA convention in Pittsburgh.  
He was the convention chair and 
president of the host chapter.  He 
deserves much of the credit for the 
highly successful 2014 convention.   

John also went out of his way to 
make Beth and I feel welcome at the 
convention and he ensured that we 
had transportation from the airport to 
the convention venue.  Though he 
had spent numerous hours oversee-
ing the 2014 convention and I know 
he needed a break, he personally 
drove Beth and me to the Pittsburgh 
airport after the convention.  This al-
leviated a major concern for Beth 
and me because we did not know 
how we were going to get to the air-
port.   

Due to his knowledge of GTOAA 
convention processes and his suc-

cess with the 2014 meet, the GTOAA 
Board of Directors asked John to be-
come the GTOAA Convention Coor-
dinator in 2018. 

 As our Convention Coordinator, 
John spent numerous hours of his 
time communicating with host chap-
ter representatives to ensure that 
conventions were well organized and 
followed GTOAA guidelines.  In 
2020, when the GTOAA assumed full 
responsibility for planning and organ-
izing conventions, John played an in-
tegral in our highly successful 2021 
convention.  While at the convention 
venue, he spent numerous hours pa-
trolling the show field and the con-
vention venue helping anyone who 
needed support. 

Though John was a superb con-
vention coordinator, I think his dedi-
cation to the GTOAA and his friends 
and colleagues on the GTOAA staff 
will be the one thing that I will never 
forget about him.  The situation that I 
am about to cite perfectly illustrates 
John's character and his dedication 
to his friends and colleagues. 

Initially, I did not know John was 
very ill.  I just knew that he was sick 
and could not participate in the Sep-

tember convention committee meet-
ing.  He never made a big deal out of 
the fact that he had COVID or that he 
was in the ICU.  After I learned about 
the severity of his illness, I communi-
cated with him via text messages.  
He seemed very happy to receive 
the texts and he appreciated the fact 
that his friends were concerned 
about his well-being.  However, he 
was also very concerned that he was 
letting me and Tom Oxler down by 
not participating in the convention 
planning process.  His concern about 
letting us down speaks volumes 
about the type of man John was and 
his character.  He was struggling 
with a deadly illness, yet he worried 
about letting down his friends and 
colleagues.   

I will greatly miss John's pres-
ence at future GTOAA conventions 
and his leadership of our monthly 
convention planning meetings.  
John's contributions to our conven-
tion planning and execution will be 
felt for many years to come. 

Beth Butcher, GTOAA Treasurer 
and Director Emeritus 

The first time that I met John was 
in 2014 when his chapter hosted the 
GTO Nationals in Pittsburgh.  Bob 



and I flew in for the convention and 
he made sure that we got picked up 
and dropped off at the airport by do-
ing it himself.  He became our tour 
guide to Pittsburgh both on the way 
to the hotel and especially on the 
way back to the airport.  He said that 
since we were working the whole 
show he wanted to make sure we got 
some sightseeing in.   

Early on Sunday morning he 
picked us up so that he could take us 
on a mini tour of town, ending at the 
top of the funicular, where he pointed 
out landmarks and rivers and all of 
the changes that had occurred over 
the years along the riverfront.  That 
was just the kind of person that John 
was and he will be greatly missed as 
a friend and a fellow GTOAA staff 
member.      

Terrie Oxler,  
Gateway GTO Club 

It was at the GTOAA 2014 Con-
vention in Pittsburgh where I first met 
John and Karen Owoc.  John im-
pressed me with his organizational 
skills and his get it done attitude and 
knew he was a match made in heav-
en for Mr. GTO.  Karen’s welcoming 
attitude and laughter are fondly re-
called.  We developed a great friend-
ship through the convention years 
and when Karen and I accompanied 
John and Tom to Kingsport, Tennes-
see to check out the facility for a 
convention, we enjoyed our time to-
gether, dinners, drinks, and compar-
ing “notes” on John and Tom.   

At this past convention in 2021, 
John was much busier, as we all 
were, but the girls of the Gateway 

GTO Club included Karen whenever 
they were gathering together, be it in 
the setup bar in the hallway, or help-
ing with Popular Vote tabulation.  
The girls were in the Popular Vote 
counting room working with Tom 
Szymczyk, Bob Alexander, and Beth 
Butcher.   I brought up the Liberty 
Mutual Insurance TV commercial 
and that John looked like and talked 
like the man in the commercial – 
“Get your wet teddy bears here!”  
Needless to say, every time he en-
tered the room with more ballots, the 
girls started laughing and taunted 
him with being the “wet teddy bear” 
man!  He liked to sound tough and 
had a contagious laugh.  Plans were 
even in the making to send him a 
“wet teddy bear” shirt for Christmas! 

I will miss this man as he was a 
great spokesman for GTOAA but al-
so a wonderful friend.   

Paula Winslow,  
Gateway GTO Club 

It is so sad that we have lost 
John Owoc.  He was such a nice, 
funny man.  For those of us at the 
GTOAA National Convention in Wis-
consin Dells in 2021, he was pretty 
much everywhere.  We had a large 
group of people who were recruited 
to do the Popular Vote tabulation.  
John was the person assigned to 
keep bringing the ballots into the 
tabulation room.  Someone in the 
room noted how much he was like 

the ‘Wet Teddy Bear’ guy in the Lib-
erty Mutual Insurance commercials.  
John didn’t take offense; in fact he 
mentioned it at the Awards Banquet 
and laughed about it.  That is the 
kind of man he was.  

Vic Schreck,  
GTOAA President 

I got to know John Owoc in 2014 
while attending the GTOAA conven-
tion in Pittsburgh.  I recall him trying 
to persuade me to have my chapter 
host a convention.  I kept telling him, 
no, I don’t see it happening.  Every 
time I saw him at that convention in 
2014 he kept at it and at it.  Again 
and again, I told him no.  In 2018 my 
chapter hosted the GTOAA conven-
tion in Valley Forge. 

 Since that convention in 2014, 
we’d occasionally chat.  It was in 
2019 in Lawrenceburg I really got to 
know John.  In the evenings after the 
days wound down, he, his wife Karen 
and my wife Geri would sit on the ter-
race shooting the breeze and laugh-
ing our asses off over the stories 
we’d share.  We’d sit there into the 
night laughing.  We all became 
friends and enjoyed spending time 
with him and Karen.   

When John became Convention 
Coordinator we’d chat often, some-
times several times a week.  The 
phone calls were hysterical.  We had 
quite a bit in common.  John had told 
me we were that much alike we 

John delivering Popular Vote ballots at the 2021 convention. 



could be brothers.  For me, losing 
John was really like losing a brother.  
I will surely miss John and will cher-
ish the working relationship and 
friendship we had.  As Convention 
Coordinator, it was John’s attention 
to detail on formulating and execut-
ing the plans of action we are all go-
ing to miss in years to come. 

G. Tom Oxler, GTOAA Director 
and Past President 

I first met John Owoc when he 
picked Steve Hedrick and me up at 
the Pittsburgh airport.  Steve was the 
current GTOAA Convention Coordi-
nator, I was the current President of 
GTOAA, and John was the current 
President of the Greater Pittsburgh 
GTO Club.  We came to Pittsburgh in 
December 2011 to look over the 
Monroeville, PA, location as a possi-
ble destination for the 2014 GTOAA 
National Convention.  When we de-
parted the airplane, John and Ken 
Kasper were waiting to take us to our 
hotel and begin showing us around 
the venue.   

We spent all day Saturday look-
ing over the hotel, the Convention 
Center, possible activity locations, 
and even the trailer parking lot.  It 
became immediately obvious to both 
Steve and I that John had this 2014 
GTOAA Convention thoroughly 
thought out and well along in the 
planning stages. 

On Sunday morning, John in-
vited as many of the Pittsburgh GTO 
Club members as possible to sit 
down and discuss the various as-
pects of putting on a GTOAA Con-
vention.  Again, it was obvious to us 
that John had already sold the chap-
ter on the idea that putting on a 
GTOAA convention was a very wor-
thy endeavor and the club was al-
ready totally committed. 

Just over two and a half years 
later, I arrived in Monroeville at the 
2014 GTOAA National Convention.  
The entire Pittsburgh chapter was al-
ready hard at work setting up the in-
door Concours show field, the out-
door Popular Vote Show, and all of 

the vendor spaces.  I got to watch 
John in action as he directed the 
Club members to where they were 
needed and stomped out the numer-
ous fires encountered at every Con-
vention.   

John even suggested to the 
Pittsburgh Club that if GTOAA had 
enough faith in their Club to put on a 
National Convention, the Greater 
Pittsburgh GTO Club should have 
enough faith in GTOAA by commit-
ting to 100% membership in GTOAA.  
The Club approved this and ever 
since, they have been a 100% 
GTOAA chapter. 

John was a detail man, pro-ac-
tive in problem solving and left no 
detail unresolved.  I really liked what 
I saw in John and in July, 2016 the 
GTOAA Board of Directors author-
ized an additional Staff position, As-
sistant Convention Coordinator, and I 
nominated John Owoc for this new 
position.  GTOAA could not let an in-
dividual like John get away.  We 
needed individuals like him on our 
GTOAA Staff. 

John and Steve worked very well 
together for the next two years and in 
2018, Steve asked to retire as he 
had been our Convention Coordina-
tor for over 10 years.  John stepped 
right in and has been our Convention 
Coordinator ever since.  John has 
been a very valuable asset to 
GTOAA and he will be sorely missed 
by me, the GTOAA Board and Staff, 
and especially the GTOAA member-
ship.  It is members like John Owoc 
who volunteer their valuable time to 
make this organization what it is to-
day. 

My best memory of John was our 
trip together with our wives to King-
sport, Tennessee, to look over the lo-
cation for the 2022 GTOAA Conven-
tion.  The questions he asked and 
the points he made showed he knew 
how to put on a first-class event.  
Terrie and I thoroughly enjoyed our 
time with Karen and John. 

Good bye good friend.  I will be 
thinking of you during every GTOAA 
Convention. 

John and Karen Owoc with Terrie and Tom Oxler 
at Bristol Motor Speedway in 2020. 





 
 popular disparaging alternate meaning of 
the GTO acronym is “Guaranteed To Over-
heat.”  Many owners have experienced high 

coolant temperatures, especially in warm climates or slow 
traffic.  Count me among them.  When I bought my 1966 as 
the 2nd owner (see February 2020 issue of The Legend), the 
water pump had recently been replaced due to leaking.  No 
surprise for a 52-year-old car with 82k miles still running 
the original water pump.  I brought the car from Connecticut 
to South Carolina.  Operating in high temperature is not un-
common here. 

On hot days and in traffic, I had situations when the 
coolant temperature reached 200 degrees.  As part of nor-
mal maintenance, I had already flushed the cooling system, 
replaced the thermostat, and put in fresh coolant.  Due to 
several pinhole leaks, I had also replaced the radiator.  I fur-
ther verified that the fan clutch was working correctly.  With 
cooling capacity and airflow good, I came back to coolant 
flow.  Could the new aftermarket pump be defective or just 
not performing as the original had? 

After researching water pump performance on vintage 
Pontiacs, I found some information on the Wallace Racing 
and Butler Performance websites that alludes to factors af-
fecting performance of replacement water pumps that don’t 
necessarily match the exact dimensions of the originals.  Be-
ing a mechanical engineer, I knew these pumps are some-
thing I should be able to understand in detail. 

Our pulley driven water pumps are of the type called 
centrifugal pumps.  They are simple and efficient.  The image 
at right in the next column shows a representation of a basic 
centrifugal pump.   

Centrifugal pump 
Fluid enters through center hole, or “eye.”  The rotating 

part, called an impeller, “flings” the fluid outwards (hence 
the term “centrifugal”) on the blades, also called vanes.  This 
builds pressure which pushes the fluid out of the discharge.   

The design of the channel around the impeller, the vol-
ute, is critical to obtain the desired flow and pressure.  
Equally critical is the assembly of the pump with the mini-
mum possible gap between the top of the vanes and the 
pump housing.  This gap, while necessary to avoid the mov-
ing vanes from contacting the stationary housing, allows (a 
small amount of) the fluid to recirculate inside the pump ra-
ther than exit.  Too much gap leads to inadequate flow from 
the discharge. 

One 

Tim Guggisberg 

 



I suspected my replacement water pump had created a 
larger gap than the original had.  The Wallace and Butler 
websites both describe measuring and, if necessary, adjust-
ing the gap to obtain the necessary flow.  Original water 
pumps were made with cast impellers.  Some replacements 
also have cast impellers.  Impellers made of stamped metal 
are also common.  High precision versions use a machined 
impeller.   

No matter the construction of the impeller, it is worth 
checking the gap.  There seems to be some debate about the 
best type of impeller to have, but checking the gap applies 
equally to all of them. 

If you’ve changed a water pump on your GTO, you know 
that there are “divider plates” that go behind the pump, in-
side the timing cover.  The plate with smaller center hole is 
the one that forms the housing behind the water pump and 
thus, the gap with the vanes.  Through 1968, GTOs used an 
8-bolt water pump.  From ‘69 onwards, an 11-bolt shape 
was used.  Despite differences in the shape of the pump, di-
vider plates, and timing cover, the question of gap applies to 
all years. 

Types of impellers 

To measure, you should have the water pump flat with 
the shaft vertical – support it on blocks high enough that the 
pulley shaft clears the work surface.  The gasket and the di-
vider plates should be placed on the water pump – the 
thickness of the gasket comes into play.  Mine looked like 
this when I got it set to measure. 

Gap as found 
It can be tricky to get a good measure of the gap.  I used 

a set of flat ignition feeler gauges.  With several measure-
ments, rotating the impeller back and forth, I concluded my 
gap was 0.25 – 0.26”.  The Wallace website suggests that a 
value of 0.10” or even less is desirable.  Using angled long 
nose pliers, I carefully bent the edge of divider plate down, a 
little at a time, all the way around, until I reached a gap of 
0.09”.  Considering the uncertainty of my measurement, I 
decided not to go further and risk having the impeller rub on 
the plate once everything was bolted together.  The photo 
below is not mine, but very similar.  It’s easy to note the 
smaller gap. 

Gap reduced 
My temperature now hovers at 180-185, no matter the 

weather or traffic.  With the radiator cap off, I can see that 
more flow is coming in through the upper hose.  If the water 
pump is not providing enough flow, money spent on electric 
fans, bigger radiators, and cooling additives won’t help.  You 
can do this for just the cost of a new gasket. 

Stamped 
Impeller 

Machined 
Impeller 

Cast 
Impeller 



 

 

 

 

 
 

by Steve Schaeffer 

 

 
I hope by now you have checked the anti-freeze in both 

your collector cars and your everyday drivers.  The attached 
picture shows what can happen if the system only has water 
in it, or not enough anti-freeze to offer maximum protection. 

The engine block is cracked in the valley chamber. The 
original complaint was low coolant.  It wasn’t until he real-
ized that water was getting into the oil that he realized he 
had a big problem. 

At first we looked for a blown head gasket or a cracked 
cylinder head.  When we pulled the intake manifold and both 
cylinder heads we found the real problem. 

Of course we had to pull the engine.  Then tear it down 
to the bare block.  The older our collector cars get the harder 
it is to find a good replacement engine block.  Our machine 
shop was not interested in having the block welded in the 
valley chamber.  They have not had good luck with that type 
of repair.  Luckily this was not a number matching car. 

After locating a block it has to be hot tanked, mag-
nafluxed to check for cracks, re-machined, assembled, and 
reinstalled in the car. 

Fresh anti-freeze would have been a lot cheaper and 
considerably less work. 





Date code correct Ram Air Tri-Power  
Induction upgrade.

M 

y car is a 1965 Pontiac GTO 
built in Fremont CA at an 
old GM plant off the Nimitz 
Freeway. Tesla vehicles are 
built there today. PHS re-

cords show it was first sold in Hayward, 
CA by Monahan Pontiac Inc, a dealer only 
a few miles from the assembly plant. 
Oral history says a dealership salesman 
bought it, then turned it in a couple 
of years later to Town & Country Mo-
tors, a used car lot which specialized in 
4-speeds and muscle cars, in 1968, about 
10 miles from both the factory or dealer. 

My cousin Bob bought it from Town 
and Country located in San Leandro, CA. 
Bob was in the Navy which allowed ship-
ping this GTO convertible with him to his 
station in Virginia in 1969. It was loaded 
onto the flight deck of the aircraft carrier 
USS Enterprise to travel a Pacific Ocean 
route to the east coast. Bob spent a year 
there with his car and a new bride. 
Then they drove cross country to our 
grandmother’s house in Union City, 
CA, to stay a few months before his 
next overseas deployment. Union 
City is between the GM plant and Hay-
ward. I first saw this GTO when it came 
back to California. I lived about 15 miles 
from all these places. I can say with cer-
tainty my GTO’s ownership never went 
far for long from the GM plant where it 
was first assembled.

We discussed Bob’s GTO generally 
while he was here, but I never thought I’d 
actually buy any GTO because I was fin-
ishing my junior year in high school, just 
obtained my driving license, and wanted 
a Corvette. However my folks (mother) 
forbid me buying one. She felt I would go 
too fast, then crash becoming hurt. How-
ever in the summer after I graduated, 

my cousin’s correspondence mentioned 
needing to sell his GTO. 

I made him an offer of $500. A few 
months later he accepted $600, regret-
fully explaining his wife could not drive 
“a stick” and he was not here to make 
any other deal, so he accepted mine after 
I upped it a bit. We both got lucky be-
cause I got his car while his wife birthed 
a daughter. The funny part is I learned  
to drive a floor mounted 4-speed the day  
I picked the GTO up. Between leaving 
my grandmother’s driveway and 
crossing the Dumbarton Bridge 
three miles later it was, 
”Oh Wow! GT-Oh 
Goooo! Then shift 
and do it again. 

Author, Ladd Fowler 
Photos, article layout, Kent Gardner

 Ladd Fowler 
 

  I learned to 
drive a floor 
mounted 
4-speed the  
day I picked 
the GTO up...

“ Oh Wow!   
GT-Oh Goooo!   
Then shift and  
do it again.



1965 Pontiac GTO, 7th Place SCCA H/P–H/S 
Class Western Region 1974(?) Auto-X  
here in ‘77 @ DeAnza 
Owner/Driver/Builder Ladd Fowler

The roll bar has been retained from the car’s autocross years.

Autocross Years
At that time, 1970-‘71, this GTO was in 
perfect condition, what I believed to be 
totally stock, and painted Fontaine blue. 
Nearly immediately I started to take it 
apart for “hot-rodding” modifications. 
I installed some ’69 H.O. heads and an 
Isky camshaft. Aggressive driving made 
timing chain replacement a bimonthly 

maintenance issue 
until Cloyes started 
selling roller chains. 
I lowered the sus-
pension for Auto 
Crossing in SCCA 
“H” Production 
Modified class. 

I had little clue 
the car was entirely 
unsuited for that use 
and happily added 
headers, different 
tires, rims, shocks, 
sway bars, and so on 
for two years while 
I learned what did 
and didn’t work. My 
friends Corvettes, 
Boss 302 Mustangs, 
and Camaros were 
far better for that 

activity, but I just kept trying to make 
my Pontiac go around corners as well as 
they could. By 1973 I believe I placed 7th 
in the county with my GTO. By then I’d 
installed an open 4-inch exhaust system, 
disc brakes, a roll bar, thrown the back 
seat away, and was making my own rear 
control arms in an effort to control vio-
lent wheel hop accelerating off corners. 

A friend and I de-chromed and 
painted my car British Racing Green 
with silver hood & trunk stripes. Ap-
parently this was a “thumb-in-the-eye” 
for several SCCA British car aficionados 
who felt only BMC and Jaguars should be 
green and Autocross. But I soon phased 
from racing because tire costs, general 

vehicle maintenance and engine building, 
college, and job responsibilities became 
irreconcilable issues. 

Over those years my mother was 
nearly in tears about what I’d done to my 
beautiful convertible and loudly fretted 
about what I was doing in it. After a night 
at Fremont drag strip I was thinking my 
car is faster in a straight line than many 
Corvettes but it still doesn’t quite turn 
or stop like one. I sort of figured out 
what my GTO was really good for – high 



speeds. So I faded from Auto X events 
and began driving the western states 
while still on my Auto-X suspension. Ne-
vada was visited several times to see how 
fast it would go, Utah to date girls, Idaho 
and Wyoming exploring and buying 
fireworks, and Oregon seeing friends and 
having fun street racing. Every drive an 
adventure while I waited out a potential 
draft call. 

I remember a contest on AM radio 
back then to figure out what GTO stood 
for. I think winners were “Gas, Tires, and 
Oil” and “Good Time Operator.” For me 
this car was all of that and more. But too 
quickly, within another year or so, the 
reality of “adult life” settled in around 
me. Then I could only keep my GTO 
semi-operational while hoping I’d get 
back to those adventure drives someday; 
after college, working, marriage, houses, 
and kids had their turns for my time and 
resources. 

Retirement | Recovery | Restoration
My car was stored in “partial restoration 
mode” since the early 1980’s when I 
retired it. It’s gone less than 200 miles in 
30+ years. A little at a time I’m putting it 
“back to stock” with parts found here and 
there. I’m retaining aspects of the ‘70’s 
– 1980’s changes though – especially 
disc brakes. A friend and I disassembled 

My wife Cathy, buddy Kent, and I were messing around 
with the GTO taking photos for this article.  Then the 
engine sneezed and broke the nose off its starter motor.  
What a step back in time, like in high school days, to drag 
my GTO around by ropes tied to my truck.  Mumble  
grumbles finding ropes then bump starting fun.  I’ve 
ordered an upgrade RobbMc Performance starter. 

my GTO for a 
Corvette dark 
red metallic 
paint job three 
decades ago 
and serviced 
all the body 
mechanisms too. 
I reassembled it 
over a few years’ 
time improving 
the interior and 
fixing craftsman-
ship issues left 

over from my college learning years. 
Continuing work involves changing 

out nearly new Richmond 4.11 gears 
with their “off road” Corvette posi unit. 
Towards that objective I’ve installed 

an all new Currie 
Enterprises axle 
assembly. It has a 
Ford 9-inch alumi-
num center section, 
NASCAR guts, and 
Strange axles. The 
gear set is more 
freeway friendly at 
3.50.

 I’ve rebuilt my 
GTO cooling system 
from radiator cap to 
heater core includ-
ing replacement of 
the timing cover. 

The Kauffman cover needed machine 
work to fit a new OEM style pump. The 
pump needed work to make baffle plates 
fit. It took a while to make everything 
look OEM and cool the engine. While I 
was at the front I had my power steering 
box and pump rebuilt. I’d worn out a 
Z-28 Camaro set up installed years ago. 
Quick steer is a really nice feature to 
retain among many modifications I’ve 
made.

A few months ago I rebuilt the fuel 
system generally from tank to air cleaner, 
added a booster pump with priming cir-
cuit, and finally set the Holley carburetor 
jetting right. However that led to a major 
upgrade, Tri Power. 

I’d known about a Tri-Power option 
being dealer installed. I never had funds 
as a kid or adult to buy it. But now I’m 
an old guy and had better get with it or 
forget it. I started reading and looking 
around in magazines and web postings 
where several nice guys gave me enough 
encouragement. I bought a date code 
correct assembly, with tags, and various 
OEM Ram Air bits from all over the USA 
to convert my GTO to those specifica-
tions. I hand made a 1960s period cor-
rect California-legal crankcase breather 
system complementing the air cleaners. 
I installed those parts and re-jetted them 
to run almost their full potential. They 
are blowing my rusted out headers and 
straight pipes off so I have started to 
install a new exhaust system from Ram 
Air Restorations. 

I’ve redone most of the chrome and 
trim, mostly working with my OEM parts 
and NOS bits. Ames and other vendors 
have sold me aftermarket parts too. I 
don’t want to say my car is restored. It 
isn’t. It is instead just my old hot rod 
getting “deep cleaning” and “intensive 
maintenance.” 

Future Reflections
This block is original to my car. I’d hate to 
wreck it in any irreparable way. I believe 
building an engine a bit bigger than 455 
CID might be a next step. 

I’m close to making new memories 
driving around that my mom would be 
more comfortable with. But I’m sure 
tempted to make a pass by her gravesite 
to play a little open header symphony – 
just for some tiger-in-the-tank fun. 

  I don’t want  
to say my car  
is restored.  
It isn’t.  
It is instead just 
my old hot rod  
getting “deep 
cleaning” and 
“intensive  
maintenance.” 
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GTOs FOR SALE 
 
64 GTO hardtop, PHS, rebuilt 389, Tri-
Power, 4-speed, rare Sunfire Red with red inte-
rior.  Frame-off restoration $33,900 trades 
considered.  Jim Savich 607-754-8443 before 
11:00 AM or after 7:00 PM.  No text please 
#19733 dec 

65 GTO, YH 462 with Tri-Power, TH 400 
Dual Gate shifter, 3.55 12-bolt posi, 4-wheel 
disc, power steering & brakes, tach & gauges, 
electric fuel pump, AM/FM radio, body is 
straight-no rust.  Nightwatch Blue, blue interi-
or, new correct power antenna.  $37,500.  Greg 
White 309-408-4621      #1253 feb 

67 GTO convertible, 4-speed, Hurst, black, 
white pinstripe, new white top, new Parchment 
interior, PS, PB, AC, all electric, Cragars, 
woodgrain dash and console, looks brand new.  
Have assembly manual and many more books 
and manuals.  Marie Rissmiller 610-863-7659  
10AM - 9 PM Eastern time.   #5862  dec 

67 GTO convertible, PHS documented num-
bers matching factory equipped HO car, Turbo 
400 AC power windows power brakes power 
steering frame off resto in 1999 when I pur-
chased it.  Silver Concours award at 2004 Na-
tionals.  Richard Candek 219-851-5427, e-mail 
for info and pics at pcandek@gmail.com Price 
is $63,000.  #11199 feb 
 
69 GTO: owned, garaged and pampered for 42 
years, WT engine code, Muncie M20 4-speed, 
PHS documentation, recently rebuilt axle with 

ratio change to 3:55 and new Yukon posi.  
Many updates, asking $45,000 or B.O.  Bryan 
Nearing 860-593-5982  #16820 dec 
 
69 GTO hardtop, 4-speed, very solid pro-
ject.  All original sheet metal 99% rust free.  
Rebuilt 3.55 posi- rear, M20 trans, 48 heads.  
Short block needs built.  Correct JA wheels.  
Owned for over 30 years.  Asking $22,000.  
Scott Skinner 423-295-5719 (TN) #9043 jan 
 
 

PONTIACS FOR SALE 
64 LeMans hardtop, GTO tribute, western 
car with AC, auto, console, PS, PB, PW.  Gor-
geous Silver with red interior combination 
$19,975.  Jim Savich 607-754-8443 before 
11:00 AM or after 7:00 PM.  No text please 
#19733 dec 
 
65 LeMans convertible, GTO tribute, Pontiac 
350, 4-speed, tilt, PS, PB, PT, professionally 
restored, gorgeous Iris Mist with white top and 
interior, Pypes exhaust, Rally IIs, T/A radials 
$29,950.  Jim Savich 607-754-8443 before 
11:00 AM or after 7:00 PM.  No text please 
#19733 dec 

72 LeMans Sport convertible with GTO 
package, Marina Blue/white top and interior, 
power top, AC, NOM 350 FI LT1 car, looks 
and runs great $31,900.  Alan Steinberg 216-
469-5100 Bluffton, SC  #16168 dec 
 
2007 Solstice roadster, red, 5-speed manual, 
2.4 motor, loaded with options, low miles, 
mint condition.  $16,500 OBO.  Jim Witowski 
219-879-2195 (IN)  #6367  jan 
 
 
PONTIACS WANTED 
Wanted: 67 GTO convertible, preferably 
PHS documented HO 400/360 HP engine with 
correct 670 heads, intake and exhaust mani-
folds.  Would consider PHS documented 

400/335 HP.  Prefer 4-speed but am open to 
automatic.  Andrew Gibbons 203-859-2501 
e-mail Agorthopedics@gmail.com #21255 nov 
 
Wanted: 67 GTO, looking for a nice original 
or restored to stock.  No resto mods.  Prefer 
PHS documented.  Larry Weiss 502-648-7401 
larrygweiss@gmail.com.  #21418 dec 
 
Wanted: 67 GTO.  Looking for a 1967 GTO 
convertible in nice condition.  Prefer automatic 
and PHS documented.  I live in east Tennessee 
and would love to drive my wife through the 
beautiful mountain roads in a nice GTO con-
vertible to enjoy our retirement.  Rick Potts 
239-839-0257 e-mail rickpotts@comcast.net 
#21438 feb 
 
Wanted:  Looking for 1968 or 1969 GTO 
hardtop with 4-speed, daily driver.  Will travel.  
John Leitner 920-319-1764  #21297  dec 
 
Wanted: 69 GTO The Judge must be a 4-
speed car, any shape.  Mike Pipia 414-581-
8733  #18246 feb 

Ad Guidelines 
Free member ads are for cars, parts, or 

miscellaneous items. 

100 word maximum per issue or 
50 words plus photo for cars for sale 
(photos need to be 300-500 KB and 

are accepted via e-mail only) 

Ads run 3 months unless renewed 
Must include full name, phone number, 

and GTOAA member ID 

E-mail free member ads to:  
GoatGuyTom@aol.com 

(please put “Legend Ad” in subject line) 

Fax to: (856) 866-9003 

Mail to: GTOAA Member Ads 
30 Sandhurst Drive 

Mount Laurel, NJ 08054 

Feb. issue deadline is Dec. 15 
Business or commercial ads are not 
free.  Those ads go to Mark Melrose at 

advertising@gtoaa.org.  Check with 
Mark for pricing and ad sizes. 

Disclaimer: Ads appearing in The Legend are 
done as a service to members, and are not an 
endorsement by the GTOAA for any of the items, 
products, or services advertised.  Ads become 
the property of GTOAA and may be edited.  
GTOAA reserves the right not to run any ad 
which does not conform to the rules, or to which 
the Editor or Advertising Director have reason(s) 
not to publish.   

 

mailto:pcandek@gmail.com
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Wanted: 69 GTO Judge, must be a matching-
numbers car, 4-speed, in excellent condition.  
Documentation a must.  Ralph Papa 610-721-
2750, e-mail raremusclecars@aol.com   
#20685 feb 
 
Wanted: 70 GTO 4-speed convertible, match-
ing numbers drivetrain.  Looking for an origi-
nal car or recent restoration with documenta-
tion.  Any 400 or 455 with VIN #s stamping.  
Car is for my own personal collection.  I am 
willing to fly anywhere in the USA to see the 
car.  Joe De Giosa 818-383-2333  #19674 dec 
 
Wanted 70, 71, or, 72 GTO, must be original 
455 HO automatic.  Looking for a car that is 
done, needs nothing, located in or near Michi-
gan.  Keith Leibold 231-218-3815, please 
leave message or e-mail leiboldk@yahoo.com   
#21087 feb 
 
 
PARTS FOR SALE 
64-67 GTO parts: hoods, doors, fenders, deck 
lids, bumpers, hubcaps, core supports, tail-
lights, grilles, consoles, Tri-Powers, steering 
wheels, columns, glass, trim.  Reasonable / 
package deals!  Jim Savich 607-754-8443 be-
fore 11:00 AM or after 7:00 PM.  No text 
please #19733 dec 
 
64-65 GTO: rare factory notched clutch fan in 
show condition $275, complete original dash 
wiring harness with attached heater controls 
and factory ignition switch with key $250, nice 
original day-night mirror $75.  66 GTO: Fac-
tory front grilles complete with parking lights, 
wiring harness, grille moldings and GTO em-

blem in very nice original condition $600.  67 
GTO:  Taillight housings $125, mint condition 
AC dash controls with face plate, wiring har-
ness, and vacuum hoses $250, excellent com-
plete 8-track tape player $550, nice chrome 
lower door moldings $125.  Complete working 
AM radio in like new condition $175.  68 
GTO: excellent complete original front grille 
(LH) $125.  Scott Bluhm 616-481-6612 #3311 
dec 
 
65 GTO parts: Delco starter without solenoid 
$60; pair front coil springs perfect condition 
$75 pair; original radiator, no leaks nice condi-
tion for the year.  Special price $150; chrome 
alternator will fit 64 & 65 Pontiac $125; dis-
tributor with wires from 455 motor $125; in-
strument cluster panel for 65 GTO $150; inte-
rior quarter panels for 65 black interior, nice 
condition for the year $100; coil $10; voltage 
regulator $10; front & rear reveals very nice 
shape $100 set; misc GTO emblems $20 each; 
front passenger fender, needs some work all 
there $150.  Shipping extra from NH.  Mike 
Dichard e-mail: pinhead1340@gmail.com or 
call 603-943-2905(Nashua, NH)  #20760 dec 
 
65 GTO: upper hood release $125, lower hood 
release $125, AM radio $175, trunk light $65, 
air conditioning lap vent $135, dash ash tray 
$45, windshield wiper/washer switch $85, in-
strument cluster $275, heater controls $115, 
heater control cables $35, console door $75, 
open hood scoop insert $175, hood scoop in-
sert $175, trunk latch $45, dash trim $100, 
steering column to dash two-piece cover $45, 
convertible rear courtesy lights $45, automatic 
shifter $325, dash gas gauge $45, clock light 
harness $35, directional cancel cam $30, tilt 
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directional switch $50, engine grounds $35.  
More!  Greg Spreitzer 440-382-8161, e-mail 
nightdaygp@yahoo.com  #7902 jan 
 
64-72 GTO/LeMans owners… is your center 
link near or rubbing the front of your oil pan?  
When you put your car in gear, does your fan 
hit the bottom of the fan shroud?  My 69 GTO 
had the same issue.  I engineered a spacer plate 
to fit between the frame cradle and engine 

mount brackets.  Works on ALL A-body 
frames with V8 engines except 455.  $45 ship-
ping included via USPS.  E-mail for purchase 
details.  Mike Spizziri 215-896-5379, e-mail: 
mike@mrgto.com   #8654  
 
65-70 GTO parts: 65-68 GTO original GM 
Rally I & 71-77 Honeycomb lug nuts, stainless 
steel capped - set of 20, $40 nice; 68-70 GTO 
(2) original GM Rally II wheels, JK code 
14x7, sandblasted, primed, excellent condition 
$100 each; 68-70 GTO & Judge (2) original 
GM Rally II wheels, JA code 14x6  sandblast-
ed, primed, excellent condition $125 each; 68 
GTO original GM RH Hideaway headlight 
door, no pits $75; AC GM PF30 oil filter (2) 
$20 each (not AC Delco) NOS, fits all Pontiac 
V-8 motors (except 307) 1960-77; Vintage 
Accel 30102 dual point distributor for Pontiac 
V8, excellent condition $50.  Buyer pays ship-
ping.  Wally Obermann 715-614-2903 cell or 
e-mail wallyo@nnex.net  (WI)   #5519 dec 
 
69 Ram Air IV engine, code WW standard 
bore block #9792506, standard crank, 722 
heads are fresh and ready to install, exhaust 
manifolds, correct 1111941 distributor, valley, 
oil pan, timing cover.  No carb.  $16,500.  
Scott Skinner 423- 295-5719 (TN) #9043 dec 
 

2005-06 NOS GTO hood & pad & scoops 
$900, many used late model parts for sale.  Jim 
Witowski 219-879-2195 (IN)  #6367  jan 
 
"716" cylinder heads, part #9770981, casting 
#9770716.  Standard heads on 1963-64 Pontiac 
421 engines and 1964 GTO.  1.92 intake, 1.66 
exhaust, 68(72) cc, 10.75 compression ratio.  
Heads are reconditioned, hot tanked, mag-
nafluxed, resurfaced, new freeze plugs, new 
valves and valve springs.  Machined screw-in 
rocker studs replace the original pressed in 
studs.  If you are restoring a 1963 or 
1964 Pontiac 421 or a 1964 GTO, these are the 
correct heads, ready to bolt on.  $2000.  R. A. 
Battin 812-374-2486 (IN) or e-mail  
Rbrtbattin@yahoo.com      #13675 feb 
 
Parts:  NOS right side 64 GTO fender $1,500; 
69 GTO convertible rear seat $500; set 1970 
Rally II wheel code JT $475; 69 Ram Air III 
carb #7028273 $4,500.  Scott Skinner 423- 
295-5719 (TN) #9043 dec 
GTO parts: Hurst wheels, 4-3/4” bolt pattern, 
thin shank, full polished centers $4,600; Hurst 
wheel trim ring clips, new $100/set; Hurst 
wheel lug nuts, new $180/set; 65 GTO/Lemans 
restored tail panels, have several, call for pric-
es,  Tom Rubinate, 480-390-9058, e-mail  
trubinate@yahoo.com  #6445 dec 
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67 -74 GTO/LeMans parts, sheet metal, inte-
rior, engines, carburetors, trim, glass and much 
more.  Call with needs.  Mike Pipia 414-581-
8733  #18246 feb 
 
Parts for sale: 1- Canton oil pan #15389 $140, 
1- Milodon oil pan #30355 $190, Edelbrock 
RA4 5057 new in box cam/new lifters $235, 1- 
new Edelbrock 11 bolt hole #8856 $195, tim-
ing chain cover #9796346 $169, 1- 19" 5-blade 
flex fan $110, Center Force gold clutch cover 
plate #CF165552 new in box $185, 2 - 14x7 
Rally II wheels very good to excellent shape 
have not been painted $135 each.  JD Patterson 
720-319-6478, e-mail agentjoo4@yahoo.com 
(letters oo not zerozero) #12624 
 
67 428 4-bbl disassembled, not bored, but will 
need to be honed.  Has balanced pistons by 
Geo. Montgomery.  Project not finished $800.  
Pontiac 389 Tri-Power dissembled motor, 4-
bolt mains, block # 536387.  $500.  Muncie 4-
speed close ratio transmission out of 67 Ponti-

ac 2+2, $900 complete not disassembled. 
Augie Herman 937-866-3795   #17029 feb 
 
Pontiac – GTO – Firebird – Grand Prix 
parts (pre-1980) bought, sold, or traded.  Over 
35 years of salvage yards and swap meets dur-
ing that time have left me with a mixed bag of 
various used parts.  I am looking for Judge 
and/or round-port motor parts, literature, triv-
ia.  E-mail johnjohn@midamerica.net for spe-
cifics, please put GTO in subject line, or call 
573-581-8013.  John Johnson #1390 
 
 
PARTS WANTED 
Wanted for 65 GTO: accelerator pedal 
chrome trim.  I believe it is same trim piece as 
on the 64 and came with cars with power 
brakes. John Marshman, 714-514-4621, 
marshmanje@aol.com     #17731 feb 
 
Wanted for 67 GTO:  interior for a 1967 
GTO convertible bucket seats, door panels, 
and back seat, white or blue.  Steve Ollerich 
(South Dakota) 605-940-4227 #19718 feb 
 
Wanted: 69 Ram Air IV 400 WW code cast-
ing number 9792506 engine block, pair 722 
heads, and other parts.  Also looking for a 
7029273 Quadrajet carburetor.  Mike Pipia 
414-581-8733 feb 
 
Wanted for 69 GTO street machine project:   
2x4 intake system (421 SD bathtub, 421 SD 
medium rise, Nash/Warrior, Edelbrock P65, 
etc.), or 57-58 bare fuel injection intake, round 
port headers, 5 or 6-speed manual trans with 
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overdrive, fiberglass hood, fenders, bumper, 
etc., 15x8 Rally II wheels.  I have some inter-
esting parts to trade including RA, HO, SD 
engine parts (intakes, heads, blocks, rods), 88 
Fiero GT engine, Ram Air system parts, 1978 
WS6 TA gold wheels, Turbo TA wheels, other 
miscellaneous parts for GTO, Firebird, Trans 

Am, and Fiero.  Lynn Johnson 636-359-1028 
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Central M-F, Noon - 8:00 
PM Sat/Sun or lynnj@centurytel.net   #18863  
 
Wanted for 70 GTO: desperately need the 
RH and LH quarter window regulators (POW-
ER windows) for a 1970 GTO convertible.  I 

believe they are the same for the hardtop and 
the same for GM A-body cars 1968-72.  I have 
motors and harnesses.  In fact I have tons of 
power and manual door regulators, motors and 
harnesses as well as manual quarter regulators 
if anyone needs them.  Buy or trade (I have a 
LOT of '70 parts).  James DeRespino 941-504-
2152   #1147 dec 
 
Wanted for 71 GT-37: my car is a very early 
car off the assembly line in August of 70.  
Looking for late June or early July HD 3-speed 
Muncie M13 manual trans, interior door panels 
for 71 T-37 / GT-37 in tan, brown, or  Sandal-
wood, 14x6 Rally II rims, two-spoke basic 
steering wheel, and fiberglass header panel for 
71.  Mike Seeley 541-350-2780 e-mail  
nwtraditions@yahoo.com  #20786 feb 
 
Wanted: original Hurst wheels, any style or 
bolt pattern, singles, pairs or full sets, will also 
buy trim rings, clips, and center caps, can also 
restore your wheels, please call or email what 
you have.  Tom Rubinate, 480-390-9058, tru-
binate@yahoo.com  #6445 dec 
 
Wanted:  Still looking for Q-jets including 
7029273, 7029270, or other round port motor 
parts.  I have other Q-Jets and 67-72 GTO / 
LeMans, Firebird, Grand Prix intakes, blocks, 
heads, and other parts to sell/trade.  John John-
son 573-581-8013, 6-10 PM Central, or 
johnjohn@midamerica.net   
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SERVICES 
GTO documentation:  Looking for docu-
mentation on that GTO?  Original equipment 
and options?  The information is available 
from PHS Automotive Services.  PHS is not 
affiliated with Pontiac Motor Division, but has 
access to production and build invoice infor-
mation.  With your order you will receive a 
copy of the factory build sheet, information on 
decoding it, and copies of press info.  Visit 
www.phs-online.com for ordering details.  Re-
sults sent to you via e-mail $85; via e-mail in 
one day $100; via e-mail in one day plus hard 
copy mailed $115.  Fax to 586-781-5167.  Or-
dering by regular USPS mail, send your Vehi-
cle Identification Number (VIN) along with a 
check (a cashier's check or money order will 
speed up the process) to PHS Automotive Ser-
vices, PO Box 183251, Shelby Township, MI 
48318.  Visa and MasterCard accepted.  Office 
phone 586-781-5164 
 
Automotive Clock and Gauge Restoration: 
restoration of speedometers, tachometers, fuel 
gauges, oil gauges, battery gauges, and tem-
perature gauges.  Repair and quartz conver-
sions on automotive clocks.  Instrument Ser-
vices, Inc. 4075 Steele Drive, Machesney 
Park, IL 61115.  Phone 815-316-2921, web-
site: www.clocksandgauges.com   #17039 $$  
 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Rare Limited Edition GMP Judge diecast 
models: Extremely rare 1970 red Judge con-
vertible diecast limited edition 1 of 1000 pro-
duced, 1:18 scale, new in box, very deluxe & 
very detailed $200.  Extremely rare 1971 GTO 
lime green Judge hardtop 455 HO limited edi-
tion 1 of 2004 produced, 1:18 scale, new in 
box, mint condition, deluxe model $200.  
These models are no longer produced.  Pic-
tures available by text on request.  Buyer pays 
shipping.  Wally Obermann 715-614-2903 cell 
or wallyo@nnex.net #5519 (WI)  feb 
 
Monkeemobiles: Remco 1/64: mail in only, 
not in stores; 4 car "set" red, yellow, blue, & 
green + mail in card-1970; individual cars 
available.  1/18 Monkeemobiles: no Monkees 
on doors; gold plated 1 of 200; bare metal--
never seen another.  All new in boxes.  Mike 
Swerbinsky 440-585-1590   #6985 feb 
 
 
 

SEEKING INFORMATION 
Found: original owners manuals and Protect-
O-Plate for 1968 GTO VIN 242378Z115592 
sold new in La Crescenta, CA. Steve May 310-
251-3822 or smay1156@aol.com #21250  mar 
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Found: original window sticker for 67 GTO 
VIN# 242177B135142.  Butch Higgs 843-267-
8910 or bhiggs@charlesindustries.com  nov 
 
Found: original Bill of Sale from Pontiac 
dealer documenting my purchase of new 1968 
GTO, Serial No. 242678P207230.  If you’re 
the current owner and plan to keep this car 
(which I wish I’d never sold), I’d be happy to 
give this document to you.  Ed Russ 847-644-
7377 e-mail: Edmond.Russ@outlook.com feb 
 
HELP: looking for anyone that has a 1971 
GTO or LeMans/Tempest 455 HO car built at 
any plant but particularly at Framingham.  I do 
not want your VIN or personal information.  I 
would like to know how close your casting 
dates are to your build date and how they cast 
these parts in group lots.  If you have a car 
built in 1971, please call, DO NOT TEXT, Bill 
Stoval 410-952-2571  #7799 feb 
 
Looking for information about a 70 GTO, 
455 HO, 4-speed, triple black, purchased at 
Selzer Pontiac in Chicago November 1969.   
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Any information on previous owners greatly 
appreciated.  James Colgan 815-784-6385 
#12346 nov 
 
 

GTO MODEL REGISTRY 
64 GTO Tri-Power 4-speed convertible Reg-
istry.  Our database contains all the PHS data 
on certified cars.  Info is available to all mem-
bers of the registry.  Be prepared to share your 
PHS docs to verify that your convertible came 
from the factory as a Tri-Power, 4-speed car.  
Rick Vander Heide 504-568-6033 (business 
hours) e-mail: rvand3@lsuhsc.edu   #11381 
 
65 GTO Tri-Power 4-speed convertible Reg-
istry: members have full access to an enor-
mous spreadsheet that contains detailed data 
from all the registry cars.  Cars can be in any 
condition  to join.  Just share your PHS docu-
mentation to verify that your convertible was 
originally factory equipped with Tri-Power 
and a 4-speed.  Bill Murrell, e-mail:  
wmurrell@comcast.net   

The Judge Survey: for a brief, easy to fill out 
form to help document how these unique cars 
were built, please contact John Johnson 573-
581-8013, 6:00-10:00 PM CST or 
johnjohn@midamerica.net  
 
455 Registry for 1970-73 hardtop and con-
vertible owners.  7,088 were built.  Anyone 
with information on these great cars is wel-
come.  It would be great to share info.  Paul 
Bourbeau 413-267-5834, or e-mail: 
hisandhers67gto@aol.com   #9507 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
January 29, 2022, 21st annual Pontiac, Cadil-
lac, GMC, Buick, and Oldsmobile Show 'n 
Shine, Wings Café, 4011 W. Commonwealth, 
Fullerton, CA. sponsored by SCCPOCI.  Raf-
fle prizes; 50/50 drawing.  Partial proceeds 
benefit local charities.  Register online at 
www.SCCPOCI.com thru January 28, 2022.  
Bill Baker 714 931-6058 or Carter Chee via e-
mail sccpoci@gmail.com 

Event Listing 
Guidelines 
Maximum 50 words    

We publish only Pontiac events or events 
run by GTOAA chapters.  Listings MUST 

include contact name and phone 
February issue deadline is Dec. 15 

 E-mail to: GoatGuyTom@aol.com   
Or fax to: 856-866-9003 

Or mail to: GTOAA Event Listings,  
30 Sandhurst Drive, Mt Laurel, NJ 08054 



GTOAA Chapter Directory By State 
Reflects Chapters Reporting as of November 1, 2021 

 

AL  Heart of Dixie GTO Association 
PO Box 31, Altoona, AL 35952 
Carl Marinelli  205-259-3057 
carmarine@aol.com  
www.heartofdixiegto.com 

AZ  Cactus GTOs, Inc. 
5102 East Paradise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85254 
Mike W. Fleury  843-860-0791 
MwFleury@bellsouth.net  
www.cactusgto.com   

CA  Nor Cal Goats  
Jason Hall 
554 Morningstar Ct 
Vacaville, CA  95687 
707-342-1192 
email: jasonerichall@yahoo.com 

CA  Southern Cal Gathering of Goats  
555 South Concord Place 
Anaheim, CA 92805 
Al Veltre  714-956-5088 
alsgoat@gmail.com 
www.scgg.com 

CO  Classic GTO Association of Denver 
PO Box 745092 
Arvada, CO 80006-5092 
Sharlene Jung 303-233-9109 
sharlenejung@comcast.net  
http://clubs.hemmings.com/denvergoats/ 

CO  Northern Colorado GTO Association 
655 Zuni Circle          
Fort Collins, CO 80526 
Jay Robinson 970-214-3257 
secretary@ncgto.com   
www.ncgtoa.com 

CT  Connecticut GTO Club 
11 Belmont Rd  
North Haven, CT 06473           
Carlene Magro 203-627-5156 
CTGTOClub@gmail.comt 
www.ctgtoclub.org   

FL Sunshine State GTO Association 
1515 Tamiami Trail,  
Punta Gorda, FL  33950 
Eric Johnson   941-276-4919 
sunshinestategtoaa@gmail.com 
facebook.com/groups/sunshinestategtoasso
ciation/ 
 
GA  Southeastern GTO Association 
154 Whitney St 
Eatonton, GA 31024 
Dan Williams   706-991-5273 
dlwilliams51@att.net 
www.segtoa.org 

IL  Heart of Illinois GTOs 
2709 Hayes Lane 
Bloomington, IL 61704 
Brian Sorensen 630-991-1465 
hoigtobrian@comcast.net  
www.HOIGTO.com 

IL Windy City Goats   
605 Lynchburg Court 
Naperville, IL 60540-7041 
Ken Braun 630-961-1298 
gtoken2003@yahoo.com 
no website  

IN  Indy GTO Association   
219 Bays Drive  
Noblesville, IN  46062 
Bill Sanders 765-432-9333 
Sanders.bill@comcast.net 
http://indygto.blogspot.com 

IN  Pontiacs of Southeastern Indiana   
22209 Vine St 
Oldenburg, IN 47036 
Doug Pulskamp 812-212-6280 
humbler70gto@yahoo.com  
www.posiclub.com 

KS  GRRR8’R Wichita GTO & Pontiac Club 
8367 Peach Lane    
Derby, KS 67037  
Les Linn 316-788-6969 
trooperles@cox.net   
www.wichitagto.com 

MA  Pioneer Valley GTO Association 
258 Lower Hampden Road 
Monson, MA 01057 
Paul Bourbeau 413-267-5834 
hisandhers67gto@aol.com  
www.PVGTO.com 

MD  Royal GTOs 
7028 Mink Hollow Rd. 
Highland, MD  20777 
Guy Riffle  240-447-7051 
gwriffle@gmail.com   
www.royalgtos.com 

MN  Land of Lakes GTO Club  
PO Box 574 
Osseo, MN 55369 
Paul Kilker  612-396-4663    
paul.kilker@results.net  
www.LOLGTO.com 

MO  Gateway GTO Association    
18903 St. Albans Rd. 
Glencoe, MO 63038 
Terry Schott 314-952-6625 
terryschott@att.net   
www.gatewaygto.org   

NC  Performance Pontiacs of the Carolinas 
2658 NC Hwy 86 N.           
Yanceyville, NC  27379-8661 
David Collie  336-514-2870 
rlzcollie@embarqmail.com 
Facebook:performance pontiacs 

NC  Tarheel Tigers Pontiac Club 
1002 Senoma Place 
Apex, NC  27502 
Cary Kasforf  919-427-2920 
ckasdorf@fmrealty.com 
www.tarheeltigers.org 

NE Heartland GTO Association   
4805 N 139th Street 
Omaha, NE 68164                
David Kaufman 402-689-1424 
dgjkmd@aol.com   
www.facebook.com/heartlandgtoassociation 

NJ  Delaware Valley Old Goat Club   
P.O. Box 295 
Hainesport, NJ 08054 
Tom Szymczyk 856-439-0314 
goatguytom@aol.com 
www.oldgoatclub.com 

NM  Land of Enchantment GTOs   
2905 Montclair Dr NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Michelle Garcia 505-459-8719 
Michelle67gto@yahoo.com  
www.loegtos.com 

NY  Long Island GTO Club    
P.O. Box 620758 
Douglaston NY 11362 
Gary Heicklen 917-208-7864 
presidentligto@aol.com   
www.gtoclubli.com 

NY  Mohawk Valley Pontiacs   
122 Vanderwerken Rd 
Central Bridge, NY  12035 
Joseph Karas 413-246-8386 
joe54vette@aol.com 
www.mohawkvalleypontiacs.wordpress.com 
 
OH  GTO Association of Central Ohio 
1810 Upper Valley Drive 
West Jefferson, OH  43162 
Stan Farlow  614-230-4529 
skfarlow@aol.com  
www.gtoaco.com   

OH  Greater Ohio GTO Club    
7919 Brakeman Road          
Painesville, OH  44077 
Dean House  440-231-0444 
dmhouse76@gmail.com  
www.gogtoaa.com 

OH  The Ohio Valley GTO Association 
8076 Somerset Chase 
Cincinnati, OH 45249 
Don Kruse   513-706-9321 
dkruse@cinci.rr.com   
www.ovgto.com 

OR  Goat Herd GTO Club of Oregon    
P.O. Box 1071 
Clackamas, OR 97015 
Ted Walrath  503-577-2207 
Tbearw58@comcast.com 
www.goatherd.com 
 
PA  Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club    
71 Bonnie Drive 
North Huntingdon,  PA  15642 
Randy Reece  412-558-3780 
rreece3@comcast.net  
www.greaterpghgto.com 

PA  GTO Association of Pennsylvania  
17 Benjamin Drive 
Washington, NJ 07882 
George Meier  908-319-3012 
my65gto@comcast.net   
www.gtopa.org 

PA  Susquehanna Valley GTOs    
109 5th Street                         
Biglerville, PA 17307 
Brian Little 717-521-8277 
president@svgto.com   
www.svgto.com 

TX  GTO Association of North Texas 
9500 Feathergrass Ln Suite 120-106 
Fort Worth, TX 76177 
Robert Hale  214-684-6489 
gtoantx@gmail.com 
www.gtoant.com   

TX  Gulf Coast GTOs 
429 Apache Run  
Wallisville, TX 77597 
Eric Stevens  281-684-4243 
GTOEric71@yahoo.com   
www.gulfcoastgtos.com 

WA  Northwest GTO Legends    
P.O. Box 66899 
Seattle, WA 98166-0899              
Bob Stevenson 206-817-9883 
staff@northwestlegends.com  
www.northwestlegends.com 

WI  Original GTO Club   
1687 Lyondale CT 
Burlington, WI 53105                  
Mike French  262-949-8416 
mfrench@wi.rr.com  
Facebook:original gto club 
 

Is Your Info 
Correct? 

If it isn’t we haven’t received your 
Chapter Survey information yet.  
This list reflects updated chapter 
info received by November 1, 2021. 
If your club's new info was received 
after that date, it will appear on the 
chapter list posted on the GTOAA 
website. 
We would all like to have the 
chapter listings correct and up-to-
date.  Please contact Monica 
Hooten -- chapters@gtoaa.org --
with any questions, updates, or 
corrections. 

Thanks! 

mailto:dlwilliams51@att.net
mailto:paul.kilker@results.com
http://www.performance/
http://www.performance/
http://www.oldgoatclub.com/
http://www.oldgoatclub.com/
http://www.oldgoatclub.com/
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